leavened with the scholarly accumulations of his years of study.   In the successful accomplishment of this task his life work was solved, and the key-note of his subsequent literary activity struck forever.   The union of learning with exuberant humour and mordant wit was to a certain class of minds irresistible, and was fortified by the discovery of a lyrical vein of exquisite grace and charming melody of which the author had previously given few indications.    Melincourt, less successful than this  first  venture, but containing some of Peacock's   best  prose   writing   in  point   of style, appeared in 1817, and Nightmare Abbey in 1818.    Maid Marian was nearly completed at the end of this year, when his unexpected appointment to the India House interrupted it,  and  it  remained  unfinished  until   1822. Peacock was at the time residing with his mother at Great Marlow, where he had lived in close neighbourhood with Shelley for more than a year.   Their mutual influence was inconsiderable, but the greater genius was the more receptive;  and the result of their intercourse reveals an unsuspected impression on Shelley from Peacock's unfinished romantic poem, Ahrimanes.
It was not until 1829 that Peacock's official duties left him time to produce another romance, The Misfortunes of Elphin, grounded
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